
 Chairperson Report 

Like a tree that grows stur-

dy and strong, so to,. Has 

the IAIAsa KZN Student 

Branch flourished from its 

humble beginnings within 

the UKZN Geography De-

partment to the organisa-

tion it is today. The branch 

has grown from strength to 

strength with many more 

opportunities to be un-

locked. I write this with 

great honour and pride 

knowing the accomplish-

ments the IAIAsa KZN Stu-

dent branch has achieved. I 

am the newly elected chair-

person and as my time as 

chairperson the IAIAsa 

KZN Student Branch has 

been involved in a number 

of events both at a student 

branch and at a provincial 

level, as well as a national 

level, representing IAIAsa 

at a number of environmen-

tal related conferences and 

workshops.  

2015 was the year of great 

change within the IAIAsa 

KZN Student Branch body. 

A new committee was elect-

ed comprising of Salona 

Reddy (Events co-

ordinator), Simone Pillay 

(Secretary), Ashleigh van 

Wyk  Memberships), Matt 

Dickey (post graduate rep-

resentative), Justin, Can-

dice and Sizwe  (Howard 

collage and Westville repre-

sentatives) and 

Kusasalethu Sithole not 

only our public relations 

officer but the newly elected 

student branch repre-

sentative on the National 

IAIAsa Executive (NEC) 

committee. With this new 

committee and a steep 

learning curve a number 

of successful Student 

Branch events were held. 

The first and most suc-

cessful event held by the 

Student Branch was the 

Careers Evening. This 

event saw professionals 

and students interact at 

an informal, yet informa-

tive level. Environmental 

professionals from differ-

ent spheres such as envi-

ronmental consulting, gov-

ernment, NGOs and aca-

demia imparted their 

knowledge to the students 

on the type of work they 

undertake as well as the 

steps they took in moving 

from a university level to 

becoming a professional in 

the environmental indus-

try. This successful event 

was followed by a Movie 

Evening which showed the 

screening of the documen-

tary “Gasland”. 

The Student Branch not 

only hosted their own 

events but assisted the 

provincial IAIAsa commit-

tee with catering for an 

ECO event that the pro-

vincial branch hosted. The 

Student Branch has also 

been represented at a 

number of workshops such 

as the South African 

Youth Climate Change 

Coalition as well as confer-

ences such as the IAIAsa 

National Conference (11-

14 August) and the World 

Forestry Congress (7-11 

September). 

This year has been ex-

tremely eventful for the 

branch especially for a 

committee that was still 

in the teething stages of 

its existence. The commit-

tee members and myself 

have grown through this 

process and we aim to 

build the Student Branch 

up to the potential we 

know it can reach. Not 

only would I like to thank 

the student branch com-

mittee but also the ongo-

ing support from Dayle 

Trotter (Staff representa-

tive), Sian Oosthuizen, 

Kate Strachan and Luke 

Bodmann.  

Lastly, I would like to 

thank all the student 

branch members who en-

sure that our events are 

successful through their 

attendance and continued 

support.  
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No FRACKING way 
Screening of Gasland 

whether fracking is safe seems to 

be part mystery, part expose, part 

showdown, part unfathomable. 

Josh Fox in the film encounters 

EPA whistle-blowers, congress-

men, world recognised scientists 

and some incredible inspiring and 

heart- wrenching stories of just 

ordinary Americans fighting the 

very large battle against fossil fuel 

giants all in the name of environ-

mental justice. This event saw 20 

interested and affected students 

attended who then engaged in a 

hot debate around the topic of 

‘Fracking’.  

Salona Reddy 

 

 

Wednesday the 15th of April 2015 

saw an event which showcased the 

movie ‘Gasland’. This movie was 

screened by the IAIAsa KZN Stu-

dent Branch which was held in the 

Geography Department (pmb Cam-

pus). ‘Gasland’ is a multi award 

winning film  directed by Josh Fox. 

This film is based around the con-

troversial topic of the natural gas 

drilling boom which has hit South 

Africa ever so fast. The Hallibur-

ton-developed drilling technology 

called hydraulic fracturing or 

‘Fracking’ has unlocked a ‘Saudi 

Arabia of natural gas’ just beneath 

us. The daunting question of 

Career Evening 
Bridging the gap between students and professionals 

On the 11th of March, the IAIAsa 

KZN Student Branch held our first 

event for the year. The event was a 

careers evening held in the Geogra-

phy Department at the university of 

KwaZulu-Natal (PMB Campus) in 

which the students both members 

and non-members alike were able to 

listen to and network with some 

professionals in the environmental 

field. The aim of the event was to 

have speakers from many facets of 

they are doing. The presenters 

also gave important advice on 

how to seek  jobs in the future. 

The speakers were Mr Dave 

Cox from the Institute of Natu-

ral Resources who represented 

the consulting and research 

sphere. This was followed by Ms 

Nikara Mahadeo from 

Wildlands Conservation Trust 

who represented the NGO and 

our environmental community to 

give some insight into what they 

do, the roles, responsibilities and 

duties and what qualifications 

they needed to get into the posi-

tions they are in today. We had 

representatives from the consult-

ing, specialist, academic and gov-

ernment spheres. Each presenta-

tion by the professionals gave valu-

able insight into the types of pro-

jects they undertake and the work 



who represented the specialist 

ecologist consultant sphere. 

Finally Ms Dayle trotter from 

the University of KwaZulu- 

Natal represented the academ-

ia. 

The event was a huge success 

with in access of about 110 stu-

dents in attendance. Snacks 

were provided for everyone 

and gifts in the form of mugs 

with the IAIAsa KZN Student 

Branch logo and the Universi-

ty of KwaZulu-Natal Logo was 

presented to each of the guest 

speakers. The success of the 

event was only possible through 

the immense work, dedication, 

commitment and enthusiasm dis-

played by the IAIAsa KZN Stu-

dent Branch committee. A big 

thank you to the committee mem-

bers and all the IAIAsa members 

who attended this momentous 

occasion.  

Ashleigh van Wyk 

conservation sphere. Our next 

speaker was Riona Patak from 

Jeffares and Green- Engineering 

and Environmental Consulting 

who represented spheres in con-

sulting, GIS and engineering. The 

Msunduzi Municipality repre-

sentative was Esmeralda Ram-

burran who works in the Environ-

mental Department as an envi-

ronmental compliance officer. Our 

next speaker was Dr Richard Kin-

vig from Kinvig and Associates 
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World Rhino Day  

'No one in the world needs 

a RHINO HORN 

but a RHINO’ 
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ucts, services and research pro-

jects. The congress had some well-

known facilitators, including Rob-

erta Annan from Ghana, an impact 

investment developer for Africa 

and advocate for women entrepre-

neurs; Matt Frei, Europe editor 

and news anchor for Channel 

4  news; James Astill, political edi-

tor with the Economist; and Debo-

rah Patta, 

South African 

television jour-

nalist and pro-

ducer. A mix of 

7 plenary and 

technical ses-

sions where 

held throughout 

the conference. 

A highlight was 

the launch of 

the Global For-

est Resources 

Assessment 

(FRA) 2015, the 

aim of FRA is to 

investigate the 

extent to which 

forests have 

changed over 

the last 25 

years in terms 

of their percent-

age loss and gain, sustainable for-

est management and other trends.  

Even more exciting and interesting 

to the IAIAsa KZN Student 

Branch  were the special and side 

events which took place between 

main conference sessions. Besides 

gratefully supplying delegates with 

lunches, they emphasised smaller 

debates that included question and 

answer sessions within the dele-

gated rooms that provided a plat-

form for interaction between the 

distinguished panel and amongst 

other delegates the IAIAsa KZN 

Student Branch representatives. A 

special event that had particular 

relevance to the IAIAsa KZN Stu-

achieving the 17 Sustainable De-

velopment Goals (SDGs) The Con-

gress kicked off on the streets of 

Durban outside the Durban ICC by 

the Working on Fire firefighters 

who paraded and marched, dis-

playing to the WCF their passion 

and discipline to fighting forest 

wildfires in South Africa.  The offi-

cial Opening Ceremony of the WFC 

included an opening address by 

South Africa’s deputy president 

Cyril Ramaphosa. Amongst other 

distinguished guests, the deputy 

president delivered an outstanding 

speech to the Congress delegates. 

There were various pre-congress 

activities such a research symposi-

ums and boot camps, and the Con-

gress Programme itself included 

plenary and technical sessions, 

side events, which included net-

working events, launches, perfor-

mances and regional events, as 

well as several special events. The 

WFC 2015 International Exhibi-

tion was also open to the Congress 

whereby exhibitors from a range of 

sectors could display various prod-

The XIV World Forestry Congress 

(WFC) 2015 was held in South Af-

rica at the Durban International 

Convention Centre from the 7th - 

11th September. The congress 

meets every 6 years and for the 1st 

time on South African soil where 

the country played host to key in-

ternational and local forestry-

related ministers, directors, secre-

tariats, and other 

key stakeholders. 

Almost 4,000 dele-

gates from 142 

countries attended 

the Congress, in-

cluding representa-

tives from civil soci-

ety, intergovern-

mental organiza-

tions, non-

governmental or-

ganizations (NGOs), 

universities and the 

private sector, as 

well as approxi-

mately 30 ministers 

and deputy minis-

ters from around 

the world. To men-

tion, the special at-

tendance by South 

African Deputy 

President Cyril 

Ramaphosa; the Minister of Agri-

culture, Forestry and Fisheries, Mr 

Senzeni Zokwana and his deputy 

Bheki Cele; and Mr Jose Graziano 

da Silva, Director-General, Food 

and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations. The core 

theme of the Congress was 

“Forests and people: investing 

in a sustainable future”, with 

the main emphasis of putting peo-

ple at the centre of sustainable de-

velopment. In a message to the 

United Nations Sustainable Devel-

opment Summit, which will meet 

later this month in New York to 

adopt the 2030 development agen-

da, the Congress aimed to high-

light that forests are critical to 

Green Piece 

Youth and the Environment 
World Forestry Congress 2015 
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dent Branch was the Youth event 

and Africa Day. The Youth Event 

entitled “Forests of the future” 

entailed a discussion of the rele-

vance and importance of youth in 

sustainable development. Dr 

Charles Batte from Uganda trav-

elled the world in 2012-2013 as the 

World Merit, he is an affluent so-

cial entrepreneur and a medi-

cal doctor who presented an out-

standing summary of the youth 

event by encouraging and motivat-

ing the youth all over the world to 

play active roles in supporting 

global forest sustainability. South 

Africa’s role in forestry manage-

ment in the pursuit of sustainable 

development was also highlighted 

during a ceremony where FAO Di-

rector-General, José Graziano da 

Silva, awarded a recognition diplo-

ma to the country for its achieve-

ment of the Millennium Develop-

ment Goal 1 (MDG-1c). The award 

was handed to the country’s Depu-

ty President, Cyril Ramaphosa, at 

the request of His Excellency Jacob 

Zuma, President of the Republic of 

South Africa.  

Overall   , the XIV World Forestry 

Congress 2015 was a fantastic ex-

perience for the student represent-

atives of the IAIAsa KZN Student 

Branch and definitely a must to 

attend for all stakeholders in 

the future. The key theme I 

took from the WFC is sustain-

ability by putting people at 

the heart of the problem. My 

message to students is to edu-

cate people on the potential to 

curb climate change by mak-

ing better and simple daily 

decisions, to show and let peo-

ple become more aware that 

we all play vital roles in sup-

porting our lives on earth. I 

believe it is important for stu-

dents to expose themselves to 

these world class events, as it 

enabled me to put into per-

spective the knowledge that I 

have attained from my own 

studies and also, provided the 

motivation necessary to fur-

ther develop myself as a stu-

dent to one day be of value in 

potential global issues and debates. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to 

be a part of the great team of cho-

sen IAIAsa KZN Student Branch 

representatives to attend the XIV 

World Forestry Congress 2015. To 

conclude it was a great experience 

and a mind opener and some food 

for thought: “Imagine if trees gave 

free WIFI. We’d be all planting like 

crazy. It’s a pity they only give us 

OXYGEN. We breathe”.  

Leeth Singh 

What an honor it was, to be afford-

ed the opportunity to be one of the 

International Association for Im-

pact Assessment- South Africa 

(IAIAsa) student delegates to at-

tend the XIV World Forestry Con-

gress (WFC) 2015 in Durban. The 

congress plays a pivotal role in 

shaping the way forward as the 

world enters a new development 

era, with the adoption of the post 

2015 sustainable development 

goals. The congress aims to high-

light the need to recognize forestry 

as an integral part of sustainable 

development at local, national and 

international levels. 

Noluthando Dlamini 

What stood out for me during the 

congress was the focus on the 

youth and how the youth are the 

leaders of tomorrow and that they 

should be given platforms to par-

take in such congresses and levels 

of decision making because what-

ever decisions are made during 

such congresses the younger gener-

ation are the ones who have to deal 

with the consequences. So hearing 

the youth’s voice being listened to 

was remarkable and it showed me 

that the world was now evolving in 

the right direction. In addition, 

Social events were also a highlight 

for me, they allowed for better net-

working and socializing with the 

extinguished guests, the entertain-

ment shined South African culture 

and diversity in a new light it in-

creased the value of my national-

ism and I saw the beauty our coun-

try has to offer to the world. 

Nwabisa Mkize   

One of the highlights of this con-

gress for me, was being selected 

along with Victoria Soutar, a fellow 

student, to be part of a group of 

eight, which were known as the 

Secretary General’s advisory coun-

cil. Every day we would meet with 

the secretary general of this con-

gress, Trevor Abrahams to fill him 

in on the happenings of the previ-

ous day as well as give him our 

IAIASA KZN Student Branch Newsletter 
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opinion on these matters. 

We were given the oppor-

tunity to network with indi-

viduals from all over the 

world, as well as become 

acquainted with fellow 

youth from different institu-

tions and organisations. 

These youth were so inspi-

rational as they created 

their own initiatives to pre-

serve forests, such as com-

munity tree planting and 

forest awareness.  

Another highlight was meet-

ing Mr. Bheki Cele, and observing 

women being part of such a large 

conference. Women such as Elisa-

beth Backteman, state Secretary, 

minister of rural affairs, Sweden, 

Naledi Pandor, Minister of Science 

and technology, as well as Tina 

Vahanen, Associate secretary gen-

eral of the XIV world forestry con-

gress.  

If you ask me what I have taken 

away from the congress, I would 

reply by stating that as an environ-

mental management student, I 

have realised that forestry is not 

an isolated sector, but instead a 

sector that can be integrated into 

all other sectors.  

 Laila Hansrod 

If you had asked me a week ago 

what I thought about topics such 

as forestry, conservation and sus-

tainability; I would have most like-

ly replied with a vague but isolated 

answers on each of those topics; an 

answer that had been the result of 

information read from various 

readings and lectures combined.  

After being selected to represent 

South African Youth (SAY) and 

International Association for Im-

pact Assessments South Africa 

(IAIAsa) at the XIV World Forestry 

Congress (WFC), my outlook on all 

the above topics has transformed 

into a more integrated approach. 

With my undergrad being a 

BSocSci in Environmental Man-

agement and Geography, I had a 

vague understanding of the term 

‘Forestry’ which was mainly formu-

lated with negative propaganda. 

The congress opened up new doors 

for me, gave me new ideas, better 

knowledge, and a stronger under-

standing on how integrated all 

these disciplines are.  

Overall, it was more than just the 

experience; it was the new 

knowledge gained and a more inte-

grated outlook, it was the new 

friendships made and the vast net-

working platform. It was seeing 

Woman in Power such as Elisabeth 

Backteman and Tiina Vahanen 

setting the stage for younger wom-

an in the industry. It was being 

involved and having a voice to de-

termine the outcomes for policies 

and plans ahead, and now it’s the 

courage to set a lasting impression 

and carry the experiences taken 

from the congress and having the 

courage to not wait and expect the 

government to solve everything but 

rather encourage self-regulation 

originating at the local level in so-

ciety. 

So if you pass me and had to ask 

me the same question, I would 

have to say its a lot more than just 

‘trees’ and sustainable use of the 

natural environment, its a lot more 

than just a verbal reply. It’s the 

actions and steps taken moving 

forward from this day.  

Victoria Soutar 

 

Green Piece 
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Songimvelo, the Black African 

Student Movement, and the key-

note presentation from 350Afri-

ca.Org. The event’s atmosphere of 

excitement and friendliness was 

conducive for empowering talks, 

thought-provoking activities, con-

structive group discussions, excit-

The SAYCC hosted a networking 

and awareness campaign which 

was aimed at attracting universi-

ty students and environmental 

organisation to improve youth 

involvement and participation in 

climate change issues and other 

environmental issues. At its core 

was building coalitions with 

youth organisations with the 

theme "youth involvement 

could be a game changer in 

the fight against environmen-

tal degradation and exploita-

tion." The IAIAsa KZN Student 

Branch was one of the invited 

youth organisations, and it was 

great to see how well represented 

it was at the event by its general 

members and committee mem-

bers. Other key organisations 

which were present included 

 South African Youth Climate Coalition 

One of the great achievements 

of the conference was the intro-

duction of the IAIAsa points, the 

Continued Professional Develop-

ment to ensure practitioners 

remain capable and effective in 

the work place. My experience: 

What an amazing opportunity it 

was to have attended the 20th 

IAIAsa National Conference as 

it was a great opportunity to be 

among professionals within the 

same field as me -environmental 

management. I learnt a lot from 

the sessions that I attended, the 

social events as well as the in-

between breaks which allowed for 

valuable networking.  

One of the highlights for me, was 

presenting my research in the 

form of a poster presentation. I 

felt that this opportunity allowed 

me to meet many people and gain 

many contacts within the environ-

mental field which will help me in 

entering the working world next 

year. 

 The interactive poster session 

was also beneficial for me in-

terms of gaining constructive 

criticism and positive feedback 

about my research project- 

which was a huge confident 

booster. I felt that the actual 

sessions were extremely insight-

ful and I learnt a lot from the 

actual discussions and question 

and answer sessions. Overall, 

the conference was a fun, inter-

active and a great learning expe-

rience. I would definitely recom-

mend students to attend future 

conferences.   

Simone Pillay 

 
ing debates and yes even educa-

tional songs. There is certainly a 

niche for youth to take a stand 

against environmental issues 

which could be harmful to their 

future existence. 

Kusasalethu Sithole  

 

 

The IAIAsa 20th National Confer-

ence was held at the Champagne 

Sports Reserve from the 11th – 14th 

August 2015. Over 300 delegates 

from across South Africa attended 

the conference. The theme of this 

year’s conference was “What are we 

achieving? Where are we heading?” 

The conference held four parallel 

sessions with speakers from differ-

ent sectors of the environmental 

management field ranging from 

EAPs to conservationists to social 

scientists.  

IAIAsa 20th Annual National Conference 
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trating which shows that a commu-

nity interests is set aside against 

that of a corporation. The 'Shore 

Break' triumphs by extraordinarily 

showcasing human qualities and 

furthermore listening in on conver-

sations both formally around the 

dinner table and those around 

camp fires. The film also explores 

the history of the region along with 

the various political changes which 

have taken place over the years 

and have resulted in the region 

being unstable. With the film 

drawing to an end this battle is 

resolved; however these similar 

types of battles will be evident over 

most areas in South Africa. It is 

our duty to make sure our land is 

protected. This event held in col-

laboration with the ENVS 322 

class were all interested and affect-

ed students which all have a spe-

cial passion for the conservation 

and protection of our country. 

Salona Reddy 

A Tale of South Africa’s Wild Coast 
Screening of The Shorebreak 
Monday the 7th of September 2015 

saw an event which showcased the 

movie ‘Shore Break’. This movie 

was screened by the IAIAsa KZN 

Student Branch which was held in 

the C 

hemistry Out building in UKZN. 

‘Shore Break' begins with a serious 

determined fight between a man 

and a woman about proposed min-

ing in the Pondo community. On 

one side is a woman who declares 

that she will die for her land and 

she will not be the first to do so. On 

the other is a man who declares 

that minerals are precious and 

have been put in their land by God 

and no one will stop him from un-

earthing them. 

This film is directed by Ryley 

Grunenwald and is a multi award 

winning film which includes Best 

feature length documentry 2015 in 

France. This film is based around 

the beautiful shores of South Afri-

ca's Wild Coast (Transki).  Both 

sides show evidence of nuanced 

arguments and passions. Within 

the Pongo community the roads are 

made of dirt and mud and the peo-

ple enjoy living simple living which 

includes raising animals and being 

distant from development. In con-

trast mining brings with it employ-

ment, economics and infrastruc-

ture which will allow services 

which favour the locals.  

At the very front of campaigning is 

Madiba a charming individual who 

is described as a local entrepreneur 

and the one who stands as a cham-

pion for development while attack-

ing those in his way. Set up as the 

villain as the film progresses, it is 

seen that he cares not for the sen-

sible solutions or communal inter-

ests. What creates a compelling 

story is that Madiba and our dedi-

cated woman from the beginning 

are cousins. For those who are en-

gaged environmentalists, this story 

proves to be both familiar and frus-

Green Piece 
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Stand a chance to win an exam hamper by 

answering this very simple question… 
Question: Name the founder of the IAIAsa KZN Student Branch? 

 
The first person to like our 

Facebook page and answer 

correctly on our page will 

receive the hamper. 

Hamper includes: 

Pens  

Pencil 

Ruler 

Eraser 

Calculator 

Water bottle 

Brain Teasers 



 

Samiksha Singh 

(Chairperson)     

MSc 

 

 

 

Ashleigh van 

Wyk 

  (Membership) 

MSc 

 

 

Simone Pillay 

(Secretary and 

Treasurer)   

MSc 

 

 

Kusasa Sithole 

(Marketing)  

MSc 

 

 

 

Salona Reddy 

(Events Co-

ordinator)  

MSc 

 

 

Sian Oosthuizen 

(Professional Rep-

resentative) 

 MSc 

 

Justin Ellero 

(Howard College 

Campus Rep   

Assistant) 

 MSc 

 

 

Dayle Trotter 

(Staff Rep)  

PhD 

 

 

 

Matt 

Dickey 

(Postgrad Rep) 

BSc Hons 

The team that makes it 

all happen… 
Meet our passionate and dedicated 

committee members- their role in 

the committee and the degree they 

are currently reading for. 

Find us on Facebook  

IAIAsa KZN Student Branch  

Or visit our website 

www.iaiasakznstudentbranch.webs.com  
Join In! 
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Luke Bodmann 

(Outgoing Chair-

person)  

MSc 

 

Kate Strachan 

(Past              

Chairperson)  

PhD 
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These, and many more local compa-

nies, NGOs and organizations con-

stantly support our Student Branch, 

offering students internships, job op-

portunities and mentorship. 

Friends of the Branch 
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On Going Support 

Upcoming Events 

Date & Time 

Meet and Greet 

8th September 2015

Venue 

Principals Dining Hall 

Cost 

No Cost  
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