
 

Another year for the 

IAIAsa KZN Student 

Branch and 2014 is going 

to be an exciting one! In 

2013, many students joined 

IAIAsa and the ever grow-

ing pace of the  Student 

Branch was encouraging. 

There are exciting events 

planned for this year which 

will enable members to 

gain some practical experi-

ence in environmental 

management field; learn 

how to present and market 

themselves to the working 

world; and gain insight on 

some professions of the 

impact assessment realm.    

I have been given the    

honour to chair the Branch 

as Kate Strachan will be 

representing the students 

at the IAIAsa National   

Executive Committee 

(NEC). Kate will still be 

part of the Student Branch 

as Out-Going Chairperson 

and we are so glad she has 

decided to stick around! 

Having Kate on the NEC 

will give students a       

national level representa-

tion and expand our oppor-

tunities in IAIAsa. This is 

the first time that a       

student representative is 

part of the NEC, which is 

very exciting and we hope 

that our Branch will      

become the flagship for 

others in the country.  

As chair, I would like to see 

the Branch grow further, 

as it has been doing since it 

was founded in 2010. Last 

year our 

member-

ship reached a new record, 

with an excess of 30       

student members! It is   

encouraging to note that as 

our numbers increase, so 

does our awareness of how 

important it is for students 

to join IAIAsa. Such      

students have the ad-

vantage of entering the 

working world with confi-

dence and a greater under-

standing of the profession. 

Bridging the gap between 

students and professionals 

enables students to develop 

and aim for what want.  

On the 13th of February 

2014, some students      

attended the first IAIAsa 

KZN event for 2014 called, 

‘Mainstreaming It’. The 

event was based on catch-

ment management and 

water quality. Guest 

speakers gave insightful 

reports which were        

followed by relaxing sun-

downers where profession-

als and students could    

network. This opportunity 

for students to interact 

with professionals is vital 

for future employment  and 

to broaden experiences.  

The Student Branch would 

like to extend its        

boundaries of the humble 

‘Pietermaritzburg’ to the 

UKZN Durban campuses 

and have students enjoy 

the advantages and in-

sight. We are proud to   

announce that Charity 

Cele will be our Howard 

College Campus Repre-

sentative and will be a part 

of a remarkable committee. 

Charity can build the 

bridge to reach students at 

Howard College Campus 

and create awareness of 

IAIAsa. This marks the 

first steppingstone in    

extending our Student 

Branch. Also joining the 

committee is Ashleigh van 

Wyk who is doing her   

honours at UKZN (PMB) - 

she will be our new Post-

Grad Representative.    

Sadly, Riona Patak, our 

former Events Coordinator, 

will be stepping down as 

she has been absorbed into 

the working world. We 

would like to thank Riona 

for your dedication and 

commitment to the Branch.  

Finally, we are proud to 

launch our new website! 

Please visit the site for all 

the happenings of the Stu-

dent Branch and how new 

members can join IAIAsa.  

As the chair, I hope that 

2014 will have more 

growth and awareness of 

our awesome and         

spectacular student 

branch.  

Luke Bodmann 
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Guten tag! On 4 October 2013 my-

self, and five other students from 

UKZN and the University of Swazi-

land embarked on a journey to Halle, 

Germany, for a month. The purpose 

of the visit was to work together with 

the University of Halle-Wittenberg 

to develop a practical module for   

second years to teach them how to 

determine land degradation using 

simple practical methods.  

The ‘think-tank’, which was made up 

of the three universities, was dynam-

ic and very knowledgeable, and great 

ideas were put forward related to the 

most effective way to teach students 

about the various types of land    

degradation. The approach put for-

ward by the German university was 

aligned with how the real world 

should work; that universities should 

adopt and teach courses which have 

international relevance and that a 

multidisciplinary approach be used 

for such courses. In Halle, we worked 

together with the didactics school 

where some students and lecturers of 

the university gave insight to       

effective teaching methods.  

The group developed a theory guide 

which would be used as class notes 

and a practical module which would 

be used in the field. The idea put 

forward was that we would develop 

the theory in the first part of the   

project and that, in 2014, we would 

test the project with a number of 

students. This will be done in      

Germany in July 2014.  

I thoroughly enjoyed the experience 

in Germany — it was a great way to 

meet new people and learn about a 

different culture – and an opportuni-

ty to learn a few German words. The 

highlight of the trip, for me, was the 

wonderful places I got to see like the 

Berlin Wall. I also really valued 

learning about how other universi-

ties operate overseas and I enjoyed 

that we could all come together from 

our various fields of expertise and 

work on a project so effectively. This 

opened my mind to the world of   

academics at an international level 

which gave me an experience that I 

will forever cherish. 

Candice Greenland 

vide and offer practical solutions 

and, moreover, education and infor-

mation on environmentally friendly 

consumer choices with regards to 

fish and seafood products in our   

grocery stores and restaurants. In 

South Africa, the World Wildlife 

Fund has created SASSI (The South-

ern African Sustainable Seafood  

Initiative), a program that educates 

consumers on the marine products 

they are buying, on the red data list 

status of these products and         

attempts to guide the consumer into 

making more responsible and sus-

tainable choices. SASSI aims to   

address sustainability throughout 

the seafood supply chain, from fish-

eries, to restaurants and retailers, 

and  finally to the consumer. In a 

world where socioeconomic realities 

force many to disregard the state of 

their surrounding environment, such 

an initiative will hopefully be       

successful in helping to educate and 

inform people on the consequences of 

our actions going into the future. 

Tristan Duthie 

The Earth’s oceans have always been 

viewed as a bottomless pit of marine 

resources, especially in terms of 

what these mean for global food   

supplies for an 

ever growing hu-

man population.       

Besides the very   

obvious food     

benefits, oceans 

supply the human 

race with various 

social, economic 

and cultural     

benefits that     

include avenues 

for commerce,    

recreation and 

livelihoods.  

Yet, in today’s world, an epidemic 

exists of overfishing that has left our 

ocean ecosystems severely depleted 

of fish stock and other vital seafood. 

From an   ecological point of view, 

overfishing has disturbed the majori-

ty of ocean ecosystems and has sig-

nificantly  altered biodiversity. For 

this reason, a number of institutions 

around the world have begun to pro-

Seafood Slaughter: The State of our “Bottomless” Oceans. 
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For more information on WWF SASSI please visit : http://www.wwfsassi.co.za/?m=1 and  on Global initiatives 

on overfishing please visit: http://overfishing.org/pages/guide_to_good_fish.php 

http://www.wwfsassi.co.za/?m=1
http://overfishing.org/pages/guide_to_good_fish.php


Student Let Loose at Conference 
Africa needs to be protected. He also 

raised the pertinent Rhino Poaching 

issue and indicated that prior to 

2007, SANParks lost an average of 

10 Rhino per year, which has now 

escalated to 2 Rhino per day! 

The winning presentation went to 

Dr. Chris Mulder, the developer of 

Crossways Farm Village. I was    

fortunate to attend one of his presen-

tations in December 2013.         

Crossways Farm Village is the first 

of its kind rural village situated in 

the Eastern Cape, South Africa. All 

of the materials used, including roof-

ing, walls and flooring, is of the high-

est quality to create energy efficient 

buildings. The design will also     

include the use of fetchers, such as 

double-glazing, to harvest natural 

light. These homes use alternative 

energy such as solar powered tech-

nologies, along with a battery banks 

to create an off-grid network. All 

rainwater will be harvested and 

stored, which will be treated before 

being used for drinking and bathing. 

Solar heating systems supply the 

homes with the hot water through 

the use of fully insulated solar gey-

sers. All black water will be treated 

in a bio-digester together with all 

organic kitchen waste. For example, 

50kgs of waste per day will generate 

6 hours of gas, which can be used for 

heating and cooking. This means 

that the system efficiently makes use 

of every drop of water on site. For 

more information, visit 

www.crosswaysfarmvillage.co.za  

Our Guest speaker from our KZN 

AGM, Sean O’ Beirne, ended the  

conference with a compelling presen-

tation on “Why we have to learn to 

say no to mining in South Africa”. 

We tend to underestimate how much 

of a cornerstone min-

ing is in South Afri-

ca. How can such an 

unsustainable activi-

ty be the foundation 

of our economy? 

O’Beirne’s concept is 

what stuck with me 

the most from the 

conference - that 20th 

Century thinking is 

not going to solve 21st 

Century problems. 

We are the genera-

tion that will have to 

create the solutions 

to the already exist-

ing environmental 

issues. This is certainly an           

important issue and I am sure will 

be topic of discussions to come.  

Finally, I’d like to thank IAIAsa for 

their generous conference sponsor-

ship. Please note that digital copies 

of all the presentations given at the 

conference are available on the 

IAIAsa webpage. I look forward to 

the 2014 conference which will held 

in Johannesburg. If 2013 is anything 

to go by - 2014 is not to be missed! 

Amy Webster 

The annual IAIAsa conference was 

held at the Black Mountain Confer-

ence and Leisure Hotel situated in 

the heart of Thaba ‘Nchu, Free State. 

The 2013 Conference took place from 

the 16th - 18th September with the 

theme of “Planning for a Changing 

Environment”. The AGM was held 

during the conference, where we bid 

farewell to Mrs. Terry Calmeyer 

(outgoing president) 

while welcoming the 

incoming president, 

Mr. Patrick Sithole.  

The conference runs 

with three parallel 

sessions, allowing 

delegates to choose 

the session of interest 

to them. This year’s 

theme allowed for 

various topics with 

main focus was on 

responsible/

sustainable planning, 

Law and Policy, Im-

proving EIA tech-

niques and Biodiver-

sity offsets. Presenta-

tions were based on South African 

case studies and demonstrated the 

challenges our country faces. Other 

areas of focus challenged common 

perception. For example, renewable 

energy projects, which are perceived 

to be clean, modern and efficient 

technologies. In many aspects this is 

true, however their possible impact 

on biodiversity is largely unknown. 

Such debates and arguments created 

excellent discussion points and high-

lighted aspects I had not thought of 

before.  

In my opinion, one of the most pow-

erful presentations given was by Dr. 

Hector Magome, managing executive 

of Conservation Services at South 

African National Parks (SANParks). 

During his speech, he expressed the 

large amount of land (37,000km2)  

that SANParks manages - He even 

chuckled and said he felt like a mini 

president! Despite this large amount 

of land under SANPark ownership, 

Magome expressed it is still not 

enough and that more land in South 
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largest rate of economic develop-

ment, as well as the highest concen-

tration of people. Due to the reduc-

tion in coastal aesthetics and the 

increase in potential harm to human 

health, coastal development may 

also endure a definite decline-      

rendering a negative impact on a 

countries’ economy.  

Despite the odds, a ‘ripple’ of enthu-

siasts has emerged to tackle the 

problem! Along with the worldwide 

renowned Coastal Cleanup Day,   

local bodies have also embraced the 

challenge! Notably, this includes the 

Duzi- uMngeni Conservation Trust 

(DUCT) which has committed to 

cleaning and monitoring the health 

of the uMngeni-uMsunduzi river   

system. Such ingenuities are truly 

heroic - making one wonder what 

role we as individuals play in      

curbing aquatic pollution!  

For more information check out the 

following websites: 

The Ocean Conservancy: http://

www.oceanconservancy.org/ 

Being the change - “Ripple”: http://

www.oceanconservancy.org/do-your-

part/rippl.html 

The Duzi- nMngeni Conservation 

Trust: http://www.duct.org.za/ 

Sarah-Lynn Williams 
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Doing Dirty Work for Good Cause 
pollution of such coastal systems and 

to increase public awareness of the 

consequences of waste. Data is also 

collected during the clean-up        

concerning the type, sum and nature 

of waste retrieved. This data is then 

utilized by the Ocean Conservancy, 

an American-based NGO, with the 

objective of recording and monitoring 

the state of the World’s coastlines. 

According to 

statistics ap-

proximately 

59% of coastal 

pollution origi-

nates from 

inland waste 

transported 

through rivers 

and streams. 

Numerous 

sources from 

commercial 

agriculture to 

private residential areas continue 

discarding waste into our inland   

water systems without recognizing 

or remedying the dire consequences 

to our oceans. Marine organisms 

such as turtles, penguins and sea-

gulls are constantly faced with the 

formidable possibility of becoming 

entangled in fishing line, smothered 

with oil or choking to death on plas-

tic!  

Globally, coastal areas witness the 

Who thought that the common joys 

of sun, beach and friends could occur 

so well with the daunting, yet       

rewarding task of refuse removal! 

Well, that is exactly what a group of 

10 enthusiastic students decided to 

do on the 14th September this year! 

Once venturing down to Durban’s 

Brighton Beach, we joined in with 

many willing hands to help clean up 

a section of our beautiful yet threat-

ened southern 

coastline. 

This day is for-

merly marked as 

the International 

Coastal Clean-

up Day, which 

was first initiat-

ed in 1986 by the 

American Centre 

for Marine     

Conservation. 

The world wit-

nessed a ‘wave’ of 2800 volunteers 

removing litter from the Texas coast! 

Since then, on the third Saturday of 

every September each year, individu-

als, governments and other various 

stakeholders have taken to the 

world’s shorelines, estuaries and 

coastal dunes - quickly becoming the 

largest volunteer-based initiative to 

date! The aim of the clean-up is to 

eradicate debri from all coastal     

waterways; to prevent foreseeable 

species of the world rhino population 

still exist, with three of them listed 

as critically endangered. Sadly, one 

of our hearts - that is really is a priv-

ilege these days to see a rhino with a 

horn.  

It has been revealed that 

1004 rhinos were illegally 

killed during 2013 in South 

Africa, which is the equiva-

lent to nearly 3 animals per 

day, making it the worst 

year for rhino poaching since 

2008. With such statistics, 

South Africa’s rhino popula-

tion is even close to that   

tipping point, especially 

since deaths outnumber 

births.  Today only five    

On a recent field trip to St Lucia, we 

had the privilege of seeing a mother 

and her baby rhino - but what really 

struck me was the length and size of 

her horn, something we rarely see 

these days. While we watched the 

mother and baby feeding we talked 

about how majestic and beautiful 

these animals are and that perhaps 

partly explains the deep emotional 

attachment and pride that many 

South Africans feel for their rhinos. 

As we drove back to camp, white 

wooden crosses lined the road to St. 

Lucia - a visual statement and     

reminder of a subject close to many 

Rhino poaching statistics highlight need for all of us to get involved! 

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/do-your-part/rippl.html
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/do-your-part/rippl.html
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/do-your-part/rippl.html
http://www.duct.org.za/


Brain Teaser 
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SODOKU: Medium 

A Sudoku puzzle consists of a 

9 x 9 square grid subdivided 

into nine 3 x 3 boxes. Some of 

the squares contain numbers. 

The object is to fill in the   re-

maining squares so that every 

row, every column, and every 3 

x 3 box    contains each of the 

numbers from 1 to 9 once. 

Good Luck! 

of the three being South Africa’s very 

own black rhino. It has been estimat-

ed with the numbers from 2013, that 

the rate of total extinction for 

Africa’s remaining rhino will 

be less than 10 years.   

There is a lot of money to be 

made in trading rhino horn 

and poachers don’t seem to be 

shy to invest in the latest and 

best equipment from night 

vision, automatic weapons to 

helicopters and cross-bows 

just so they can cash in on 

this lucrative business. 

Dr Jo Shaw, Rhino Pro-

gramme Manager for WWF 

South Africa, commented in a 

recent article: “These crimi-

nal networks are threatening 

our national security and damaging 

our economy by frightening away 

tourists. Rhino poaching and rhino 

horn trafficking are not simply envi-

ronmental issues, they represent 

threats to the very fabric of our soci-

ety.” 

Over the past few years there has 

been much debate surrounding ways 

to lesson poaching. One option that 

has been considered is the poisoning 

of horns, which is harmless to the 

rhino and dehorning of rhinos within 

certain specifications, in the hope of 

defending rhinos against an inhu-

mane death, especially as we see the 

rate of rhinos being poached every 

year increasing to extraordinary   

levels. The decision of whether to 

dehorn a rhino population or not  

depends on a number of factors,   

including the level of poaching 

threat, the level of security in place, 

the availability of funds and the size, 

location and distribution of the rhino 

population in question. Helicopters 

have a major role to play in the war 

against poachers and aerial counts of 

rhino have become imperative in 

establishing the actual number of 

rhino remaining. But no matter what 

route of action is taken, a lot of   

money and man power is needed.  

This trip really got me think-

ing is the future for rhinos  

really that bleak or can we 

make a difference that will  

allow rhinos to continue to 

roam proudly and freely in  

Africa’s majestic landscape. 

Can we as regular citizens 

make a difference? And we can 

by getting involved and giving 

of ourselves and our resources 

towards the cause. There are 

so many opportunities out 

there, not only in way of donat-

ing money but also giving up 

your time as a volunteer at 

game parks, at ‘Save the rhino’ 

campaigns and money collec-

tion runs. So to all the IAIAsa      

students what are you doing to play 

your part in saving these majestic 

animals? 

If we stand together and face the 

enemy head on we will be a powerful 

force against this endemic, but as 

individuals trying on our own, we 

lessen the chance of defeating these 

criminals. Through awareness and 

action, we can stop the butchering of 

these animals and hopefully, avoid 

their extinction altogether. 

Kate Strachan 

UNICORNS ARE REAL  
They are just grey and we call them Rhino’s 
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The team that makes it all happen… 

Find us on Facebook  

IAIAsa KZN Student Branch  

Or visit our website 

www.iaiasakznstudentbranch.webs.com  

Meet our passionate and dedicated committee members- their 

role in the committee and the degree they are registered for. 
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The IAIAsa KZN Student Branch is 

something to behold. These bright 

young things are adding constant  

vigour to IAIAsa with 

their on-going assis-

tance at events, ideas 

and publications such as 

Green Piece to name but 

a few. Not only this, but 

they are constantly  

exposing new avenues of 

best practice which are 

current, informative 

and necessary to       

student members and 

the sector at large. 

I particularly admire 

their approach to the idea of profes-

sional excellence and ‘getting it right’ 

at the outset. In the few months, they 

intend holding a work-

shop around managing 

one’s netiquette – in 

other words, managing 

one’s presence and con-

duct on the net (and be-

yond).  The workshop 

will assist students to 

market themselves    

correctly, design winning 

CVs, guide them on 

email conduct and ways 

of ensuring respectable 

online profiles.  I     

believe that this will 

only add to the groundswell of savvy 

and perceptive young graduates enter-

ing the  professional world and, in the 

process, do our industry proud. 

Once again, the student branch has 

found a unique way to deliver value to 

our members - both young and 

‘older’.  In return, I urge all members 

in the working world to support them 

going forward. Let’s help them gain as 

much exposure to the industry as   

possible whilst reading towards their 

degrees (with vac work opportunities, 

internships, field work or more). I have 

no doubt that we would all learn a 

thing or two in the process! 

Jess Brislin 

Many local companies, NGOs and organi-

zations constantly support our student 

branch, offering students internships, job 

opportunities and mentorship 

IAIAsa KZN Provincial Branch  

Friends of the Branch  

(South African Scoring System) is an 

online tool that enables members of 

the public to monitor the state of    

rivers. The assessment is based on the 

sampling the macroinvertebrates to 

determine it health of the river. Once 

an assessment is done, it is uploaded 

onto the website, geographically     

displaying the health of the river. The 

tool can be used by simply download-

ing a guideline, investing in a net and 

heading off to a river of your choice. 

The students that attended this event 

were so excited about the tool that we 

have decided to make a Student 

Branch Event out of it - keep an eye 

out for details! Check out the website 

for more details: www.minisass.org 

As for other student events, 2014 

promises to be an exciting year, with 

many more fun and interactive events 

planned. Last year we promised a 

“market Yourself” workshop, which we 

unfortunately did not have time to run 

before the chaos of exams struck. So 

we have prioritised this as our first 

event of the year and are currently 

setting up a date for this. In the events 

that follow, we would like to have some 

field days that are interactive, fun and 

OUTSIDE! One of which will include a 

MiniSASS assessment, so get your 

gumboots ready!  

Sian Oosthuizen 

The first provincial branch of the year, 

“Maintstream It!” was held on the 13th 

of February, promised to be an 

“relaxed and interactive event around 

water quality and catchment manage-

ment” - and that is most definitely 

was! The event was held an the hidden 

treasure of the Dur-

ban Mangrove Swamps. Three presen-

tations were given in the outdoor    

boma, followed by snacks and sun-

downers - a good way to start the 

years’ events. The students that      

attended were able to interact with 

professionals in the relaxed environ-

ment while soaking up the lovely sum-

mer’s afternoon.  

Mark Graham (Ground Truth) gave a 

presentation on “Crowd Sourced     

Information and MiniSASS” which I 

thought was an excellent project for 

students to get involved in. MiniSASS 

Past and Upcoming Events  

Jess Brislin 
Provincial Branch Committee 
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Durban Mangrove Swamp 


